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Tar Paridarshak, of the 9th January, contains an article headed : ** Does 
¢ India ask favors?’ in which the Editor con. 
ee tends that the people of this country in ask. 
ing Government to grant relief during famines, to be declared by it eligible 
for appointment to the Civil Service, to be relieved of the cost of the 
Afghan war, or to be allowed to enjoy any political privileges, do not ask for 
favors, but merely demand their rights. The principles which guide the 
British Government in dealing with the natives of India are those of 
justice and liberty, and are opposed to the introduction of any policy of 
compulsion. It is impossible for the present civilized Government to resort 
to any coercive measures. Hence it is that the people have a moral right to 
demand the privileges which they are now so eager to obtain. 
9. The Sahachar, of the 10th January, remarks that the Queen’s 


Tho Ceseat neech speech did not contain the least reference to 


India, and it is to be doubted whether the 
present Ministry is likely to do anything for this country. The love of pres- 


tige has become quite a disease with the British nation. Even Her Majesty 
does not appear to be free from it. In Ireland, the landlords continue to 
use force, thus rendering the prospects of peace remote. They are in 
fact the cause of the troubles in Ireland. The people of India notice, with 
a mingled feeling of surprise, sorrow, fear and pain that Her Majesty has 
forgotten them. ; 
3. The same paper, in another article, refers to the present troubles in 
Renee Ireland, the existence of which is attributed to 


the oppressions committed by the landlords. 
The tenantry in Ireland have suffered so much and so long at their hands that, 


compared with their sufferings, the murder of one or two landlords appears but 
a small matter. Considering that men like Gordon Pasha, who possess vast 
experience, have wept over their sorrows, no one can withhold his sympathy 
for them. The liberal intentions of the Ministry towards Ireland having 
been thwarted by the selfish action of the House of Lords, the tenants 
have been driven to despair. The position of the Ministry is now one of 
great difficulty. The Editor dwells on the utter inutility of the House 
of Lords as well as of landlords as a class. : 
4. The same paper remarks in another article that, until the boon of 
Suggestions regarding the Indian Tepresentative Government is conferred upon 


Administration. | the people of this country, it is desirable that 
the Government of India should be in reality, and not as now in name, 


under the control of Parliament. The time has come when the nost of 


Viceroy might be safely abolished. The work of administration might be 
pendacten by Provincial Governors in correspondence with the Secretary of 
ate. | 


5. The following observations are extracted from an article in the 
Waste of public money in India. Ananda Bazar P. airika, - the 10th 


January :—The Afch a 
terminated, but expenditure o ary gohan war indeed has been 


n account of the war still continues, and 
no one knows when that will 


cease. Not afew Afghan Sirdars, who, while 
the war was going on, shewed a 


| friendly attitude towards the British 
Government, and thus obtained from it a promise of subsidy, are now 
coming forward with their claims. 


gt If th ‘ons, 
India will be saddled with an anoyal ese men are allowed pensions 


Outlay of hundreds of thousands of 
rupees. Nor are these the only men whom the people of this country have 


ee, 


support. They have to entertain many other dethroned native and 
hecit Chiefs ‘saa their families, and yet no one can tell why 
they are saddled with this charge. Who is Duleep Singh, that the people 
of Bengal, Orissa, and Madras should be taxed to pay for his support ? 
While he was yet a boy the British Government unjustly deposed him, 
sent him to England, converted him to Christianity, and married him to 
an English woman; and now the natives of India have to pay hundreds 
of thousands every year towards the support of this man and his large family. 
Had he remained Sovereign of the Punjab, the people of that province 
alone would have borne his expenses, while he, in his turn, would have been 
in a position to confer upon them benefits. But the policy followed 
by the British Government in such matters appears to be that of deposing 
a Chief, and then making the cost of maintaining him a charge upon the 
people of India, who have thus come to maintain a host of deposed Chiefs, 
such as the Tippu Sultan, the Nawab of Oudh, the N awab of Moorsheda- 
bad and others. It would still be some consolation to the people, if those 
whom they are thus obliged to support were all natives of India. They 
are, however, called upon to pay for the maintenance ofa number of 
treacherous Afghan Sirdars, and this is felt as a grievance. Considering 
that the British nation is so chary of augmenting the allowance of their 
own Sovereign, as was recently seen by Mr. Gladstone’s refusal to propose 
any increase of the allowance granted to the Prince of Wales, .the un- 
willingness of the people of India to contribute towards the expense of 
supporting a parcel of Afghan traitors may be easily imagined. India had 
no interest in the prosecution of the Afghan war, and it was brought about 
py England. In justice, therefore, it was England that ought to have paid 
for it. But the whole cost has been thrown upon the shoulders of the 
people of this country. Again, a tax has been imposed in the shape of 
the Patriotic Fund; and lastly, to add insult to injury, the cost of maintain- 
ing alot of traitorous Afghan Sirdars has been made a permanent charge 

upon the revenues of India. 
6. The Som Prakash, of the 17th January, contains an article headed, 


mm ‘And what has Mr. Gladstone done for 

cone sacar India?” The Editor remarks that it would be 
well if it were not in human nature always to hope for a better state of 
things; as to hope and be disappointed leaves an effect upon the mind more 
depressing than a state of utter hopelessness. Mr. Gladstone’s accession to 
power excited high hopesin the minds of the people of India, but they are 
gradually feeling the bitterness of disappointment. It is nearly a year since 
the new Ministry entered upon office, and yet they have not done the least 
thing for India. Mr. Gladstone’s attention is engrossed by European affairs, 
and his efforts to maintain the peace of Europe are worthy of all commend- 
ation. Had a hundredth part of the benefit, however, which is being 
conferred upon Europe, but fallen to the share of this country, the expec- 
tations of the public would have been even in some measure realized. But 
in India he has not done anything which might justify the 
epithet—Liberal—which is applied to his party. The Press Act, the License 
Tax, and the other obnoxious measures of the late Administration continue 
in force, nor have measures marked by undue partiality become altogether 
rare under the present Administration. The Editor then refers to certain 
recent correspondence between the Government of Bengal and officers subor- 
dinate to it relating to the subject of Bengalis pr sb under Govern- 
ment in Behar. The effect of this will be to foment race antagonism 


between Bengalis and Beharis, and it is greatly to be regretted that such 
an unjust step has been taken under the impartial administration of Sir 


Ashley Eden. It is hoped Lord Ripon will attend to the subject. 


Som Praxas 
January 17th, 18 1. 


PargrpaBenax. 
January Oth, 1881. 
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7. The Paridarshak, of the 9th January, thus writes regarding the 
: Press Commissionership :—We do not believe 
that, as a matter of fact, the Iiditors of native 
papers derive much benefit from this office; the necessity of continuing 
which, if real, might be best seen by judging of the quality of the 
news supplied by the Press Commissioner. The arrival of the Viceroy at 
a particular place, his departure for Calcutta, and matters of similar impor- 
tance are generally those of which this functionary keeps the press informed, 
while for really important news, the correspondents of the daily papers 
have to be depended upon. Nay, the Press Commissioner not unoften seeks 
to suppress information regarding the actions of Government. In these 
circumstances, the wasting of public money for the purpose of maintaining 
the office does not commend itself to our minds. We do not here wish to 
discuss the object for which the office may have been originally established, 
but believe that at this time of financial depression, Government will not be 
justified in continuing it. The Press Commissionership, as it now is, is a 
perfectly useless institution. The news which is supplied by it might 
continue to be supplied even without the present expensive machinery. 
There would not be the slightest necessity for the office of Press Commis- 
sioner, if Editors of newspapers were allowed, as formerly, to inspect all 
available official papers, and as regards information of a more inaccessible 
nature, were furnished with it by the Secretaries to the Government. 
8. The same paper contains a long article on the proposal to appoint 
a Judicial Commissioner for Sylhet. The 
Editor, while fully recognizing the necessity 
of such an officer for Sylhet and Cachar, is still of opinion that there is so 
much work to be gone through, both in the administration of civil and 
criminal justice, that it will be simply impossible for him to attend to 
revenue work besides; and yet, asa Judicial Commissioner, he will be bound 
to hear appeals from the decisions of the Deputy Commissioner in revenue 
matters. ‘The civil cases alone in Sylhet will be exceedingly numerous. 
It is to be feared therefore that the change will prove injurious rather 
than beneficial by leading to a neglect of some of the most important 
interests of the people. An additional Subordinate Judge might, indeed, be 
appointed to relieve the incumbent of the proposed post of a portion of his 
judicial work; but this would involve an increase of public expenditure, an 
idea which, in the present condition of the finances, it is not in the least 
desirable to foster. Ifthe Government of India has really decided upon 
appointing a Judicial Commissioner for Sylhet and Cachar, it is exceedingly 
necessary that the man selected for the new office should be really an able and 
good-natured officer. It is desirable that the High Court should be con- 
sulted upon the point. The Editor asks both Lord. Ripon and Sir Steuart 
Bayley to exercise the utmost carein making the selection, as the weal 
and woe of Sylhet will be ultimately bound up with it. a 
9. The Navavibhdkar, of the 10th January, makes the following 


observations in the course of an article headed 

Th hing Conces, 
— 7 er ‘Some further remarks on the Census ?—The 
census operations will cost Government not a little. The probable expendi- 


ture has been estimated at fifty-four lakhs, and there is no knowing how 
much more will have to be expended. Considering that no remuneration 
has been proposed for the enumerators, this large outlay will give some idea 
of the magnitude of the operations. It is therefore the more to be regretted 
that, owing to the incompleteness of the forms placed in the hands of the 
enumerators, Government will not in all probability be able to know so 
much about the people as might otherwise be expected. Now, in the first 


The Press Commissioner. 


A Judicial Commissioner for Sylhet. 
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he. census will not reveal the state of public health. Provision has 
amy been made to ascertain the number of the blind, the deaf, and the 
insane; but no arrangement is noticed whereby one might know how many 
had been prostrated by malarious fever. Now, this ought to be particularly 
enquired into in taking a census. If an additional column had been inserted 
in the ertumerator’s form headed “ Whether the person has suffered or is suffer- 
ing from malarious fever,” Government would then have been in a position 
to learn that this scourge has proved a thousand times more dreadful in its 
effects than the ravages committed by Nadir Shah and other inhumane in- 
vaders of India. Secondly, Government, it would seem, is not anxious 
to know in what language or languages the people are able to read and 
write; and will be satisfied if only it can ascertain whether any person 
can read and write at all. Now, there may be different degrees of the 
knowledge of reading and writing; a person may, for example, be able 
with difficulty to read his rent-receipt or endorse Government securities. 
The enumerator will, of course, put him down as one able to read and write, 
equally. with him who may be a master of many languages. The result of 
this will be that, when the reports on the census operations in the different 
provinces come to be written, there will be raised quite a chorus of congra- 
tulation for the administration under which so great a majority of the people 
are able to read and write, while in reality the masses will have been left 
steeped in as dense ignorance as ever. Lord Ripon is new to this country, 
and has no idea of the extent to which official reports in India contain 
exaggeration; and not having any doubts as to their accuracy, is not 
likely to direct any fresh enquiries to be made. His Excellency is not aware 
of the magic powers possessed by the pens of Civilian writers in India, 
and hence the chances of obtaining much benefit from any educational 
scheme which he may devise on the basis of the results yielded by the 
census are indeed slight. It would therefore be well, if in column 1 of 
the enumerator’s form the words ‘the extent of a person’s knowledge of 
a particular language” were inserted. This would show to what extent the 
ancient classical languages of India are losing their hold on the people. 
The enumerator’s form should have further contained a column for ascer- 
taining the relations subsisting between the different members of a house- 
hold, as well as for determining whether any widows have re-married. This 
would have thrown considerable light on the domestic life of the natives 
of the country, and enabled the public to judge whether the joint-family 
system was in favour. Column 10 should contain information as to the 
profession, if there be more than one, followed by a person, and as to any 
calling which he may have followed before engaging in them. This would 
give an idea of the extent to which people have been obliged to renounce 
their ancestral occupations owing to the importation of foreign goods. In 
conclusion, the Editor asks that the enumerators should be directed to classi 


all persons according to their age. There should be at least three grades of 
those whose age might be above twelve years. 


10. ‘The same paper regards the late meeting of ryots at soeogenye 
The ryots’ meeting at Kishengunge. in Nuddea for the purpose of consider ing 6 


NAVAVIBHAKAR, 
January 10th 1861 


| provisions of the draft Rent Bill as a good 
sign, and thanks those to whose exertions its success was due. The 


Editor hopes that similar meetings will be held in other parts of the country. 
11. The same paper expresses a hope that Mr. Mosley will not be let 
Mr. Mosley. off with a nominal punishment. He has for 


| along time past done his work ina most 
high-handed manner, and has always shown an undue partiality for the 


indigo-planters. The Editor cites, from the Indian Mirror, several: cases. 


in which Mr. Mosley appears as an oppressor of the weak. 


Beara? Miure, 
Januery llth, 1881. 


PursvaPRaTIDHWaS!l, 
January 12th, 1681. 


MuRsHIDABAD 
PaTRIKa, 


June Lith, 1880. 


Tarpura VaRTavana, 
January 16tb, 1881. 


SULABHA SAMACHAR, 
January 16th, 1881. 


SULABHA SaMACHAB. 


SapeaRasl, 
January 16th, 1681. 
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12. The Bhdrat Mihir, of the 11th January, while fully recognizing 
| | the necessity of a legislative enactment 
for securing a proper administration of the 
funds belonging to religious institutions in India, Is still of ‘opinion that 
the subjeet is of so delicate a nature, involving, as it does, an interference 
with the religious practices of the people, that Government should proceed 
in the matter with cautious deliberation. Being a foreign Government, 
and following a creed different from that of the people, it is not well 
acquainted with their religious practices and ceremonies, and its motives 
are always liable to be misconstrued. Any direct interference on its part 
would produce great dissatisfaction. es 

13. The Purva Pratidwani, of the 12th January, advocates the reten- 
tion of the office of Press Commissioner. 
Although not quite answering the expecta- 
tions that were formed when the office was first established, yet no one can 
deny that it has proved of some use to the newspaper press of India. That 
it has not been more useful is owing to Government, which can now, how- 
ever, place it on a more efficient footing. 

14, The Murshedubad Patrikd, of the 14th June, dwells on the necessity 

of simplifying the form which the enumerators 
are required to fill up. Considering the 
qualifications of these men, it is too much to expect that they will be able 
to do correctly the work which has been entrusted to them. 

15. The Tripura Vartavaha, of the 15th January, directs ‘the 
attention of the Director-General of Post 
Offices to the necessity of revising the present 
postal arrangements in the districts of Tipperah and Sylhet. The journey 
by land from Commilla to Sylhet may be accomplished in four days, 
but letters from the first-named place are not received in less than a 
week’s time. The writer puts forth a scheme which, if adopted, might 
obviate this delay. He further suggests the desirability of having the 
money-order forms translated into Bengali for the benefit of villagers. — 

16. The Sulabha Samachar, of the 15th January, remarks that the 
trains on the Tirhoot State Railway not being 

qiinconvenience of passengers on the timed to run in harmony with those on the 

rhoot State Railway. ; ° | 

Kast Indian Railway, passengers have to 

spend the whole night at the Barrh station exposed to the cold. This is 
particularly the case with those who arrive there just in_the evening by the 
Delhi mail train. There is no accommodation available. Cannot the 


authorities so alter their time-table as to suit the convenience’ of the 
passengers ? 


17. The same paper refers to a fearful increase of drunkenness both in 


ene er towns and villages caused by the introduction 


co | . of the outstill system. The policy of Govern- 
ment in this matter is really a curious one. While remonstrances from 


temperance meetings are invariably answered by appealing to the enhanced 

price of licenses, it reproves the subordinate officers if there is any falling off 

in the excise revenue. The effect of the introduction of the outstill 

system has been to cheapen liquor to an almost unprecedented extent. 
The conduct of Government in this matter is really cruel and immoral. 

18. The Sddhdrani, of the 16th January, in giving a summary of that 

i tiie tei oe portion of the draft Rent Bill which contains 

the provisions for the enhancement of rent, 

remarks that oe do not appear to have been laid down according to any 

fixed principle. Th 


rnc! e Commissioners, it would seem, were not able to answer 
the objections that were made from different sides, and so, not being able 


Religious Endowments. 


The Press Commissioner. 


The approaching Census. 


Postal arrangements in Tipperah. 
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to arrive at a satisfactory conclusion, have laid down quite a group of . 


alternative rules. In doing this, they do not seem to have felt the least 
uneasiness that the only effect of their labors in future would be to enor- 
mously increase the difficulties of pleaders, mukhtars, and judicial officers, 
and to ruin the ryots. The Editor would impress upon the Lieutenant- 
Governor and his able colleagues, as well as upon those who advocate the 
eause of the tenant, the extreme importance of simplifying the provisions 
of the proposed rent law. | 
19. Referring to the memorial made to the Viceroy and signed by 
, ie a large number of Anglo-Indian and Native 
The Press Commissioner. 
of Press Commissioner, the same paper remarks that it has already 
expressed its views upon the subject.* In a previous issue of the paper, 
the Editor wrote that he did not feel himself justified in signing the 
memorial, and in the present article he comments on the action of those 
who have signed it. He is not sorry to have to differ from many 
of his contemporaries of the vernacular press in this matter. He finds 
himself in astrong minority, on the same side with the Som Prakash, the 
Navavibhdkar, the Ananda Bazar Patrikd, and others. He doubts the 
accuracy of the statement made in the course of the memorial, that a 
marked improvement has taken place in the vernacular press since the 
institution of the office of the Press Commissioner, and that, before 
that event, Native Editors were dependent chiefly on bazar rumours for 
their information ; and points out that those among Native Editors who 
have subscribed to the document have simply stultified themselves. 
20. The Dacca Prakash, of the 16th January, doubts if the 
ee alleged recent meeting of the ryots at 
en ee TS 2 Nuddea and =Kishengunge in Nuddea was really a spon- 
taneous movement of that body. The pro- 
bable supposition is that the affair was wholly directed by either some 
official hostile to the landlords, or by some unscrupulous lawyers who always 
find it profitable to foment discord between the zemindars and their ryots. 
The Editor then proceeds to remark that the draft Bill is calculated 
to prove injurious to the landlord and tenant alike. It has, indeed, been 
framed more with the purpose of injuring the former than the latter, but in 
the end both parties will suffer. The provision for transferring the occupancy 
right will, in practice, lead to the exclusion of the ryots from all interest in 
their land, which will pass into the possession of the mahajuns. B 
creating facilities for the acquisition of the occupancy right, and of the 
power of transferring it, Government will but violate the terms of the perma- 
nent settlement, and inflict a serious loss upon the zemindars. If the 
draft Bill is passed into law, there will be a fearful increase of litigation, 
and peace will depart from the land. 
21. The Som Prakash, of the 17th January, dwells on the injurious 


Ok a consequences which result from the practice on 

: the part of Government of annually going to 

Simla. The Editor implores Lord Ripon to set anexample to his suc- 
cessors by discontinuing this practice. 

22. Referring to the recent meeting at Kishengunge, the same 


sscintuii paper notices it as a good sign that the 
) noe Trey mevtiog ip Folie ryots have at last oe tn bold meet- 
ings for the purpose of discussing public measures. The Editor is glad 
to learn that the speakers were temperate in their statements, and he 
exhorts both landlords and tenants to exercise moderation. 


enema 


* See paragraph 18 of our Report of the 11th December 1880. 


Editors praying for the retention of the office 


SaADHARANRI. 
January 16th, 1881. 


Dacoa Paaxasn, 
January 16th, 1881. 


Som Praxasnu, 
January 17th, 1881. 
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Som PaakasH. 
January 17th, 1881. 


Burapwan SanJivasl, 
January 18th, 1881. 
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v7] anslation of the memorial. made by a large 
oS, After grag 6." number of Editors, both European and Native, 
The Press Commissioner. to Lord Ripon for the retention of the office 
of Press Commissioner, the .. me paper proceeds to observe that the office 
should never have been gstablished at all. Its history, as given in the 
memorial, clearly shows thi, The proposal to establish such an office was 
first made in the time of Log Lawrence, but neither that statesman nor 
any of his successors doy, to the time of Lord Lytton considered it 
necessary. The fact that i+ was created by Lord Lytton is enough to show 
that it deserves abolition. ‘The Jate Viceroy did not adopt a single measure 
in the interests of India, ang not one of the acts performed by him has proved 
beneficial. The Press Commissionership was not established for the 
purpose of examining the native newspapers; and it is not clear why the 
memorialists refer to this. The fact appears to be that the office was 
intended to exercise a sort of censorship over the Press. It is idle to urge 
that, but for this office, native papers would endeavour to procure 
official intelligence by illicit methods. Is it not possible for them to 
do so in spite of the Press Commissionership? Again, it is not a fact 
that the institution of the office has brought about an improvement 
of the vernacular press. If there has been any improvement, that is due to 
the general progress of the times; as also in some measure to the fear of 
incurring the displeasure of Government. Most papers, so far as the Editors 
are concerned, are got ready for publication before the Press Commissioner's 
communiques reach them. The writer equally refutes the statement made in 
the memorial that, being now supplied with correct news by this functionary, 
the native papers are no longer dependent on mere bazar rumours for their 
information. Asa matter of fact, what the native newspapers chiefly write 
about are matters which are treated of in the official gazettes and in the 
official reports. In conclusion, Lord Ripon is asked to impartially consider 
whether this expensive, but useless, office should be continued. © 
24. The Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 18th January, is at a loss to 
ei Wines, tiaeiata as understand how the Hditor’s name came 
: to have a place in the list of signatories 
to the memorial recently made to the Viceroy for the retention of 
the office of Press Commissioner. When asked to eubscribe the. 
document, he had distinctly refused to do so. The Editor earnestly 


hopes that the error—for certainly itis an error—will be rectified by striking 
out his name from the list. 


RAJKRISHNA MUKHOPADHYAYA, mua. & B.x., 


Bengali Translator. 
BENGAL! TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 


The 22nd January 1881. 


Bengal Sect. Presee—C. BE. G.—lisy. No. 11940=-$9e285-] <8) 


